
You may already know this is an incredibly popular website and most every 
teenager uses this website, in-fact you may be using it yourself. Facebook is a 
great idea for social networking; it helps people connect with friends from all 
over the world.  Social networking has even taken over porn on the Internet as 
the most visited sites.

The Good Stuff on Facebook:

1.  Connects:
The site allows friends to stay connected and share pictures and messages back 
and forth.

2.  Fun:
You can get the scoop to almost any band and any music that is out there on 
Facebook. There are fun videos and honestly it is fun putting together your own 
page.

The Dangers of Facebook:

 1. Advertisements: Facebook is free but is paid for by advertisements on the 
side bar of the site.  Occasionally there might be questionable advertisements 
like there might be on during a TV show.

 2.  Some Applications-flairs and bumper stickers sometimes contain 
questionable language and innuendos.

 3.  What Others Might Write- friends have the opportunity to write messages 
to other friends on their page & as with any friend, what might be written by 
another could be questionable. 

What can you do? 

 1. Be in control of your student’s Facebook.
You need to know the password and be regularly checking their page for any 
suspicious friends or activity. You can also have all activity sent to your email 
letting you know everything that is being requested of your teen. 

By the way, your teenager is probably not going to like this one. But this is a 
battle worth winning. I believe that if a student cannot share their Facebook with 
you then they should not have one. If they don’t want you to see it is because 
there are things on there that you would not approve of.

2. Clean it up. (No sexual images poses or revealing clothes)
Watch what pictures your teen put up as profile or just photos in their photo 
book.

3. Set your student’s Facebook to “Private”. 
This is easy to do; it blocks anyone who is not your friend from viewing your 
profile. This is a must. Teens don’t like this because it is harder to get friends and 
do certain stuff, but it is a must for safety.

4. Don’t approve friends unless you know who they are. 
Eph 5:15-16 - Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, making 
the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.

Anyone can ask to be your friend, but it is always best to check and make sure 
you know who that person is before you accept them. 

Conclusion:

Facebook is a great place for teens to have an outlet.  If set-up correctly it can 
be a very safe place for your students.  It is fun and even our youth group has a 
Facebook page.
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