
You may already know this is an incredibly popular website and most every 
teenager uses this website, in fact you may be using it yourself. Myspace is a 
great idea for a website, it helps people connect with friends from all over the 
world, but there are some real dangers and things that you as a parent need to 
know about how this site is being used. 
Here are some realities about myspace as well as some helpful ways to make 
sure that your student is safe and protected from the massive quantity of 
sexual images and threat of sexual predators. 

The Good Stuff in Myspace:
Connects:
 The site allows friends to stay connected and share pictures and messages 
back and forth.

Fun:
 You can listen to almost any band and any music that is out there on 
myspace. There are fun videos and honestly it is fun putting together your own 
little website.

The Dangers of Myspace:
1. Advertisements:
 Myspace is full of (about 90%) advertisements that are sexual and 
pornographic.There is always lots of skin showing on about every page you 
look at. These advertisements primarily are adult based websites that “connect” 
singles together. In other words it’s a web dating service. Other advertisements 
that I often see are generally very adult related yet targeted towards teens 
such as (rated R) movies and (Mature rated) games.

 The problem is that you can be 14 years old and use myspace. Although many 
students use myspace who are not 14; they just lie about their age. There is no 
way to check.  Even at 14, it is a young and inappropriate audience for the 
advertisements on myspace.
 

2. Porn Friends
 The way myspace works is anyone can request to be your friend. you can 
accept them or deny them. You often times don’t know who that person is until 
you click on their profile which will take you to their web profile to view their 
information.  Now, they are disguised and there is no way to tell what they are. It 
will say a name or have a picture of a 13year old boy or girl and say something 
like “Brian” or “Kelly” you then click to see who it is and BAM it has taken you 
directly to a porn site (full nudity) with no warning or “you must be 18 to enter” 
type pages. 

 I can’t stress enough the incredible danger of this. Pornography in the hands 
of kids is literally life threatening. As a Parent you must protect your children 
from this type of “poisonous” media.

3. Dirty and Pornographic Profiles
 The myspace rules say that no image can contain nudity or pornographic 
material on their profile. This is a great rule, but it is impossible for myspace to 
enforce. After surveying your students again about 80% of them have seen nudity 
of pornographic pictures on peoples (often times their friends) profiles.

4. Sexual Predators
 This is the scariest of all. Sexual predators are using myspace as a tool to 
find and connect with children or teens and it is working for them. 
It is so bad that many Police departments have created an entire unit of police 
just for myspace and tracking sexual predators. 

 Well that is a lot to take in and a lot to be concerned about, but there are 
somethings that you as a parent can do to keep your teen safe. Here are a few...
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What can you do? 

1. Be in control of your student’s myspace.
 You need to know their password and be regularly checking their page for 
any suspicious friends or activity. You are the parent! this is not something that 
can be left in the hands of teens to deal with alone. Even the most responsible 
teen can make little mistakes that could cause huge consequences. 

 By the way, your teenager is probably not going to like this one. But this is a 
battle worth winning. I believe that if a student can not share their myspace with 
you then they should not have one. If they don’t want you to see it is because 
there are things on there that you would not approve of. I talk regularly with 
good teens who have inappropriate stuff on their myspace profile.

2. Clean it up. (No sexual images poses or revealing clothes)
 Make sure that your teen’s myspace is super clean. What I mean is no images 
of girls in bathing suits. (They do this often) No sexual poses or pictures with tight 
or revealing clothes. No images of them at parties where drinking is going on. All 
of these things are big turn ons for sexual predators.

3. Remove all personal info:
 There should be no personal info, like address, full name, phone number, im 
addresses, and class schedule. One recent rape case came about because a girl 
had her class schedule in her profile. Her school was there, her picture was 
there, It was everything the sexual predator needed to find her.  Remember teens 
think this is just for them and their friends, but anyone in the world can see their 
site on the internet… unless you make it private.

4. Make your myspace private.
 This is easy to do, it blocks anyone who is not your friend from viewing your 
profile. This is a must. Teens don’t like this because it is harder to get friends and 
do certain stuff, but it is a must for safety.

5. Don’t approve friends unless you know who they are. 
 Eph 5::15--16; “Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise,  
making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil”.

 Anyone can ask to be your friend, but it is always best to check and make 
sure you know who that person is before you accept them. 

Conclusion:
 
Obviously if you haven’t noticed yet, there are lots of concerns with myspace. I 
just pray that you will choose the wise thing to do as it relates to you and your 
student. I know families that don’t let there students use myspace and I know 
parents who are successfully monitoring and controlling the use of their teens 
myspace either way is fine, but please don’t let this one get by you. It will be a 
tough conversation for many, but I am praying for you and know that God will 
use it to strengthen and better your relationship with your teen.


